HISTORY OF ENGLISH EDUCATION

Regulations for Adult Education. The scope of these
regulations was further enlarged in 1931. Adult education
had been carried on by the universities ever since the
'extension' movement started in the seventies of the
nineteenth century. It was in a way an outcome of the
attempts which had been made to bring university educa-
tion within the reach of women, and it owes much to the
pioneer work of James Stuart of Cambridge.1 But the
movement has been supplemented by the foundation by
Dr. Albert Mansbridge in 1903 of the Workers' Educational
Association. Its aim was to bring together the co-operative
societies, the trade unions* and the university extension
authorities; and the scheme was first suggested in a series
of articles which Mansbridge contributed to the University
Extension Journal. But in the case of the W.E. A, the initia-
tive has come rather from the side of the student than of
the tutor. Its aim was to give working men and women
opportunities of pursuing studies of a university type, under
the direction of university teachers. Thus, in active co-
operation with the universities, it has helped to develop
adult education as an integral part of the national system,
and to this end it receives assistance from the Ministry of
Education. W.E.A. courses last in many cases for one
year, though some may be continued as long as three years.
The duration of a class is two hours, and a meeting is held
normally once a week. The subjects of study cover a wide
range, but economics, history, and literary topics are per-
haps the most popular. The instruction includes lectures,
discussions, and the preparation of essays. For students of
the Vorking class' who were able to take full-time courses
lasting at least ayear, Raskin College was founded at Oxford
in 1899, Its aim, in the words of one of its founders, was to
"take men who have been merely condemning our institu-

1 See supra, pp. 212-213,